TOWN OF PARKER

MINUTES

TOWN OF PARKER COMMON COUNCIL
WORK SESSION
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 1314 11" STREET
Tuesday, November 12, 2019
5:30 PM

CALL THE WORK SESSION TO ORDER: 5:30 PM

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENT: Please turn off or set to mute your
electronic devices during the Council Meeting

ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL: Mayor Dan Beaver, Vice Mayor Jerry Hooper, Council Member
Karen Bonds, Council Member Frank Savino, and Council Member Randy Hartless, Council
Member Marion Shontz, Council Member David Lucas

Other Staff Present: Town Manager Lori Wedemeyer, Town Clerk Amy Putnam, Community
Development Director Nora Yackley, Lieutenant Michael Bailey and Chief of Police Clay Romo

Others Present: John Gutekunst, Michael Kelly, Lori Muriel, Kristen Nelson, John Nelson,
Debbie Pettigrew

Purpose:

1. Discussion and direction to Town staff regarding the matter referenced below:

Town Code 6-3-2 Livestock & Poultry

Town Code 6-3-3 Condition of Animal Houses
Town Code 6-3-4 Noisy Animals

Town Code 6-3-5 Dangerous, Vicious Animals

o o

Community Development Director Nora Yackley advises council on how the code enforcement duties are
split. Town is split into quadrants and the code officer is working all areas not just one area. She describes
how things are being taken care as far as violations. She notes there are 63 open code violations at this
time and that there are several ongoing issues. CM Hartless asks how many of those cases livestock issues
are. There are 2.

Chief of Police Clay Romo advises the council of the changes he would like to see to a portion of the town
code for livestock and youth programs. He would like to see the limit of animals adjusted; he notes that
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there has been an expressed interest by 4h participants that they would like to be able to show multiple
animals, at this time code is for 1 animal per child which doesn’t line up with the 4h allowance. Chief
Romo explains the lot size requirements for residential properties in order to keep livestock, he notes that a
pen, if place properly on a property, would not fit on most town locations. He notes that children are
required to get signatures from any other property owners within 100 feet and that it only takes one
neighbor to say no and the child cannot participate, it is discussed making this a possible majority instead
of all neighbors. CM Bonds states that the current ordinance is 15 years old, it is further discussed what
the limit of animals should be. Debbie Pettigrew is asked to speak about how complaints are handled in the
4h group. She states that there are several steps in order for a child to participate in the showing of an
animal. Ofien it is a very big expense for a family, so they take care to insure that all animals are being
cared for properly many of them will be sold commercially. She notes that if she receives a complaint it is
addressed and further surprise inspections are also conducted. She holds the children participating to a
very high standard. Ms. Pettigrew notes that most children are in compliance with the town code, although
there are a couple of children that raise animals throughout the year. It is asked how many animals a child
can have per 4h regulations. CM Shontz advises each child may show up to three animals, she notes that it
would be easy for an average household to gather many animals and feels that it may lead to too many
animals per property, Mayor Beaver agrees. He also notes that it can be disruptive to neighbors and if
there were (o be a year round ordinance that may open up issued with property values. VM Hooper asks
how many children are currently raising animals. There are currently about 30 kids participating. It is
asked how many complaints have been received. Chief Romo state a “handful over the years” CM Bonds
asks what other local cities have in their codes regarding livestock. Lake Havasu and Quartzsite have no
livestock regulations, Kingman does, however the specifics are not known at this time. CM Savino feels that
there has always been a strong agriculture service here in Parker, and that eventually there may be a need
Jor a central location where children are allowed to raise their livestock for the fair. He notes during his
time in the public works department that at the end of the raising season there was always an issue with the
disposal of hay, feces, feed, etc. Chief Romo notes that they are in the process of putting together a “permit
“of sorts in order to keep livestock for the fair. At this time it is asked if anyone else would like to speak,
Kristen Nelson advises the council she would. Ms. Nelson advises the council of her years in town and that
she has been sited under this ordinance. She notes that this could have a huge impact to the children who
participate annually in this program. She would like to see several amendments made and provides the
council with those proposed amendments. She notes that she would like to see the town code in line with the
Jair guidelines and notes that the 180 day limits children to only participate locally in these types’ events
which are offered in many other areas of the state. Ms. Nelson feels the permit should dictate what happens
when the facilities or animals are not kept to the standard of the 4h program and the process of a
complaint should be also inspected by the program manager to insure the legitimacy of the complaint. Ms.
Pettigrew feels this issue should not change until after the current fair season. She suggests that if there is
a current problem, code enforcement contacts her so that she can get the issue corrected. It is agreed by
council that this would not change this season, the children still have to abide by the current ordinance.
Chief Romo states that if there is an issue they would start the citation process. Ms. Nelson is asked if she
has actually be cited, no she has not it was just a verbal warning. Ms. Pettigrew notes that she knows that
there have been issues that were resolved prior to going into a citation status. Mayor Beaver thanks
everyone for their time and participation and notes that there may be a need for further discussion on this
topic.

ADJOURNMENT: 6:28 PM

Some members of the Council or the Town Attorney may attend the meeting either in person or
by telephone conference call. Persons with a disability may request reasonable accommodation
by contacting, the Town Clerk, (928) 669-9265, at least (72) hours before the scheduled meeting.
Facilities are handicapped accessible.




